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ELECTIONS DIVISION
(916) 445-0820

•

Office of the Secretary of State

1230 J Street

Tony Miller
Acting Secretary of State

Sacramento, California 95814

For Hearing and Speech Impaired
Only:
(800) 833-8683

June 23, 1994

TO:

ALL COUNTY CLERKS/REGISTRARS
PROPONENTS (94158)

OF

VOTERS

AND

FROM:
CATHY MITCHELL
INITIATIVE COORDINATOR

Pursuant to Elections Code section 3520(b), you are hereby notified that the total
number of signatures to the hereinafter named proposed INITIATIVE
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT filed with all county elections officials is less than
100 percent of the number of qualified voters required to find the petition sufficient;
therefore, the petition has failed.
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TITLE:

SCHOOL VOUCHERS.
STATE FUNDING
PRIVATE SCHOOLS.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

SUMMARY DATE:

January 13, 1994

PROPONENTS:

Stephen S. Sugarman
Terry M. Moe
John E. Coons
Alan Bonsteel, M.D.
Carlos Bonilla
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. county\status.ltr\94158
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Office of the Secretary of State

1230 J Street

Tony Miller
Acting Secretary of State

Sacramento, California 95814

ELECTIONS DIVISION
(916) 445-0820
For Hearing and Speech Impaired
Only:
(800) 833-8683

June 23, 1994

TO:

ALL COUNTY CLERKS/REGISTRARS
PROPONENTS (94159)

OF

VOTERS

AND

FROM:
CATHY MITCHELL
INITIATIVE COORDINATOR

Pursuant to Elections Code section 3520(b), you are hereby notified that the total
number of signatures to the hereinafter named proposed INITIATIVE
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT filed with all county elections officials is less than
100 percent of the number of qualified voters required to find the petition sufficient;
therefore, the petition has failed.

-

TITLE:

VOUCHERS. EDUCATION. STATE FUNDING OF
PRIVATE SCHOOLS.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

SUMMARY DATE:

January 13, 1994

PROPONENT:

Deborah Wright
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county\status.Jtr\94159
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Office of the Secretary of State

1230 J Street

Tony Miller
Acting Secretary of State

Sacramento, California 95814

ELECTIONS DIVISION
(916) 445-0820
For Hearing and Speech Impaired
Only:
(800) 833-8683

June 20, 1994

TO:

ALL COUNTY CLERKS/REGISTRARS OF VOTERS AND PROPONENTS
(94154)
•

FROM:
CATHY MITCHELL
Initiative Coordinator

Pursuant to Elections Code section 3520(b), you are hereby notified that the total
number of signatures to the hereinafter named proposed INITIATIVE
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. filed with all county ,elections officials is less than
100 percent of the number of qualified voters required to find the petition sufficient;
therefore, the petition has failed.
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TITLE:

CASINO GAMBLING.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

SUMMARY DATE:

January 3, 1994

PROPONENTS:

Robert Wilson
John Brown

-,

county\status.ltr\94154.cas
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Office of the Secretary of State

1230 J Street

Tony Miller
Acting Secretary of State

Sacramento, California 95814

ELECTIONS DIVISION
(916) 445-0820
.
For Hearing and Speech Impaired
Only:
(800) 833-8683

June 20, 1994

TO:

ALL COUNTY CLERKS/REGISTHARS
PROPONENTS (94155)

OF

VOTERS

AND

FROM:
CATHY MITCHELL
INITIATIVE COORDINATOR

Pursuant to Elections Code section 3520(b), you are hereby notified that the total
number of signatures to the hereinafter named proposed INITIATIVE STATUTE filed
with all county elections officials is less than 100 percent of the number of qualified
voters required to find the petition sufficient; therefore, the petition has failed.
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TITLE:

MARIJUANA.
INITIATIVE STATUTE.

SUMMARY DATE:

January 4, 1994

PROPONENTS:

Jack Herer
Christopher P.M. Conrad
George Clayton Johnson
Ellen C. Komp
Jeffrey Eicher
Michael T. Falco

county\status.ltr\94155

"

,

Office of the Secretary of State

1230 J Street

March Fong Eu

Sacramento, California 95814

ELECTIONS DIVISION
(916) 445-0820
For Hearing and Speech Impaired
Only:
(800) 833-8683

#624
January 13, 1994
TO ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, OR COUNTY CLERKS, AND PROPONENTS (94014)
Pursuant to Section 3513 of the Elections Code, we transmit hemwith a copy of the Title and
Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed Initiative Measure entitled:
•

SCHOOL VOUCHERS. STATE FUNDING OF PR~VATE SCHOOLS.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

Circulating and Filing Schedule
1.

Minimum number of signatures required . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 615,958
Cal. Const., Art. II, Sec. 8(b).

2.

Official Summary Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thursday, 01/13/94
Elec. C., Sec. 3513.

3.

Petition Sections:
a.

First day Proponent can circulate Sections for
signatures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . Thursday, 01/13/94
Elec. C., Sec. 3513.

b.

Last day Proponent can circulate and file with
the county. All sections are to be filed at
the same time within each county . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .. Monday, 06/13/94·
Elec. C., Secs. 3513, 3520(a)

c.

Last day for county to determine total number of
signatures affixed to petition and to transmit total
to the Secretary of State . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . Thursday, 06/23/94

(If the Proponents file the petition with the county on a delte prior to 06/13/94, the county
has eight working days from the filing of the petition to determine the total number of
signatures affixed to the petition and to transmit the total to the Secretary of State.) Elec.
C., Sec. 3520(b).

• Date adjusted for official deadline which falls on Saturday. Elec. C., Sec. 60.
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d.

Secretary of State determines whether the total
number of signatures filed with all county clerks
meets the minimum number of required signatures,
and notifies the counties .........•.•.....•.. Saturday, 07/02/94 * *

e.

Last day for county to determine total number of
qualified voters who signed the petition, and to
transmit certificate with a blank copy of the petition
to the Secretary of State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Monday, 08/15/94
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to
determine the number of qualified voters who signed
the petition on a date other than 07/02/94, the last
day is no later than the thirtieth day after the
county's receipt of notification.)
Elec. C., Sec. 3520(d), (e).

f.

If the signature count is more than 677,554 or less
than 585,161 then the Secretary of State certifies the
petition has qualified or failed, and notifies the
counties. If the signature count is between 585,161
and 677,554 inclusive, then the Secretary of State
notifies the counties using the random sampling
technique to determine the validity of all signatures. Thursday. 08/25/94 * *

g.

Last day for county to determine actual number of all
qualified voters who signed the petition, and to
transmit certificate with a blank copy of the petition
to the Secretary of State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday, 10/11/94
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to
determine the number of qualified voters who have
signed the petition on a date other than 08/25/94,
the last day is no later than the thirtieth working day
after county's receipt of notification.)
Elec. C., Sec. 3521 (b), (c).

h.

**

Secretary of State certifies whether the petition has
been signed by the number of qualified voters
required to declare the petition sufficient ......... Saturday, 10/15/94 * *

Date varies based on receipt of county certification.

•
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4. The Proponents of the above-named measure are:
Stephen D. Sugarman
6172 Harwood Avenue
Oakland, California 94720
(510) 654-0588

John E. Coons
Terry M. Moe
574 Villa Real
58 Domingo A venue
Palo Alto, California 9430[6 Berkeley, California 94705
(415) 848-4286
(415) 494-8020
Carlos A. Bonilla
1020 N. Commerce
Stockton, California 95202
(209) 466-7678

Alan Bonsteel, M.D.
765 Watson Canyon Court, #337
San Ramon, California 94583
(510) 735-9060
5. Important Points:
(a)

California law prohibits the use of signatures, names and addresses gathered on initiative
petitions for any purpose other than to qualify the initiative measure for the ballot. This
means that the petitions cannot be used to create or add to mailing lists or similar lists for
any purpose, including fund raising or requests for support. Any such misuse constitutes a
crime under California law. Elections Code section 29770; Bilofsky v. Deukmejian (1981)
123 Cal.App. 3d 825, 177 Cal.Rptr. 621; 63 Ops. CaI.Atty.Gen. 37 (1980).

(b)

Please refer to Elections Code sections 41, 41.5, 44, 3501, 3507, 3508, 3517, and 3519
for appropriate format and type consideration in printing, typing, and otherwise preparing
your initiative petition for circulation and signatures. Please send a copy of the petition after
you have it printed. This copy is not for our review or approval, but to supplement our file.

(c)

Your attention is directed to the campaign disclosure reqLlirements of the Political Reform
Act of 1974, Government Code section 81000 et seq.

(d)

When writing or calling state or county elections officials, provide the official title of the
initiative which was prepared by the Attorney General. Use of this title will assist elections
officials in referencing the proper file.

(e)

When a petition is presented to the county elections officilal for filing by someone other than
the proponent, the required authorization shall include the name or names of the persons
filing the petition.

(f)

When filing the petition with the county elections official, please provide a blank petition for
elections official use.
NOTE TO PROPONENTS WHO WISH TO QUALIFY FOR THE NOVEMBER 8, 1994
GENERAL ELECTION: This initiative must be certified for the ballot 131 days before the
election (June 30, 1994). Please remember to time your submissions accordingly. For
example, in order to allow the maximum time permitted by law for the random sample
verification process, it is suggested that proponents file their petitions to county elections
officials by April 22, 1994. If a 100% check of signatures is necessary, it is advised that
the petitions be filed by March 2, 1994.
Sincerely,

CATHY MITCHELL
INITIATIVE COORDINATOR
Attachment: POLITICAL REFORM ACT OF 1974 REQUIREMENTS

State of California
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

DANIEL E. LUNGREN
Attorney General

1515 K STREET, SUIrE 511 .

P.O. Box 944255
'TV\, CA 94244-2550 "-./
(916) 445-9555

(916) 324-5490

January 13, 1994

Honorable March Fong Eu
Secretary of State
1230 J Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re:
Subject:
File No:

Initiative Title and Summary

B'f-

SCHOOL VOUCHERS. STATE FUNDING OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS.
INITIATIVE CONSTfI'UTIONAL AMENDMENT.

SA 93 RF 0035
•

Dear Mrs. Eu:
Pursuant to the provisions of sections 3503 and 3513 of the Elections Code, you are
hereby notified that on this day we mailed to the proponents of the above-identified
proposed initiative our title and summary.
Enclosed is a copy of our transmittal letter to the proponents, a copy of our title
and summary, a declaration of mailing thereof, and a copy of the proposed measure.
According to information available in our records, the names and addresses of the
proponents are as stated on the declaration of mailing.
Sincerely,
DANIEL E. LUNGREN

THI,BEN F. DaROSA
Initiative Coordinator
KFD:ms
Enclosures

•

•

Date:
File No.

January 13, 1994
SA93RF0035

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary of
the chief purpose and points of the proposed measure:

SCHOOL VOUCHERS. STATE FUNDING OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. Requires State to provide
voucher for every resident school-age child, redeemable at qualifying private .s.chools of
parents' choice, including religious schools, and qualifying :special schools established by
public organizations. Voucher amounts increase as program phases in. Imposes
admission quotas and reduced tuitions for low-income children. Restricts new
regulation of voucher-redeeming schools. Requires voucher-redeeming schools to
administer standardized academic tests, disclose information to families, and submit to
state audit. Withholds vouchers from schools advocating unlawful conduct or teaching
specified "hatred." Increases local control and classroom share of spending in public
schools. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal
impact on state and local governments: Fiscal effect largely unknown and depends on
implementation and response to measure. Long-term state fiscal impact of vouchers,
testing, and administrative requirements ranging from annual net costs exceeding
$1 billion to net savings in excess of $100 million. Short-term state fiscal impact
ranging from annual net costs of hundreds of millions of dollars to annual net savings
of hundreds of mi11ions of dollars. Potential costs to school districts in the tens of
millions of dollars annually due to testing provisions. Capital outlay savings possibly
in excess of $100 million annually for state and school districts after 10 to 20 years.
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AT"!':" :~NEY G£NC:~-P,L'S OFFl':':'
1020 N. Commerce
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Stockton, CA 95202

•

(209) 466-7678
Ii

Jr. Carlos A. Bonilla
?resident

FAX:

a __

209/U8-2238
-

•

Kathleen de Rosa
Initiative Coordinator
Dept. Of Justice
1515 K. Street, Suite 511
Sacramento, Ca. 94244-2550

November 17~ __1993

Hi Kathleen:

Enclosed is copy of initiative SA 93 RF 0035 which has been amended through the
collaborative efforts of John Coons, Terry Moe, Stephen Sugruman, Alan Bonsteel and
myself: Carlos A Bonilla.
This initiative, as amended, has with my authorization all the above five names as its
official proponents.
Thank you, Kathleen, and stay well.
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Yours Cordially,

Carlos A Bonilla

~.

,

-

~

j /-\
\~;;;;::v.:;;.~;:;;;

-

J

~

•

:s,¥/z, RFOe? 3f>

Art'Cit.::tr1
•

November 17, 1993

•

•

Ms. Kathy DaRosa
Initiative Coordinator
Office of the Attorney General
6th Floor
1515 K Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
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•

Re: #SA93RF0035

,

Dear Ms. DaRosa:
I enclose an amendment of initiative petition #SA93RF0035 which is -aif~dy on
file with you. Although a large number of the provisions remain the same,
rather than showing the several specific changes in the version earlier filed, it
appears far simpler to have this new full version treated as an amendment in the
fonn of a complete substitute, and I trust that is fine with you.
Please treat the following persons, in this order, as "proponents" of this
(amended) initiative petition: Stephen D. Sugannan, Terry M. Moe, John E.
Coons, Alan Bonsteel, and Carlos Bonilla.
I enclose a facsimile copy of a letter from Carlos Bonillla, the original
proponent, showing his authorization of the amendment and his authorization of
the new list of proponents. The original of this letter will come directly to you.
I also enclose facsimile copies of letters from Terry Nloe and Alan Bonsteel
agreeing to be proponents of this amended initiative petition. The originals of
these letters will also come directly to you.
•

Finally, please find enclosed here as well signed letters from John Coons and
me authorizing including us as proponents of the amended initiative petition.
Thank you for your cooperation. If you have questions, please contact me at
510-642-0130 (office) or 510-654-0588 (home).

tep 'en
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•

November 17, 1993
Ms. Kathy DaRosa
Initiative Coordinator
Office of the Attorney General
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: I hereby request that I be added as a proponent of the school refonn initiative,
, #SA93RFOO35, as amended, which amended version is enclosed and
accompanies the enclosed letter to you of this date from Stephen Sugarman.
\

,

.

,

My voter registration address is 6172 Harwood Avenue, Oakland, CA 94720. If
you need any additional information, please contact me. My home phQ~~e_
. ...
.
number is 510-654-0588.
."

Yours .

,

:iter ien D.
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John E. Coons
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PROFESSOR OF LAW
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Boalt Hall
University of California
Berkeley. CA 94720
(415) 642-0880

· .

.

.' .: J

,

-

•

•

,

I

IN1T!f:-I'.'=: COORDINATO~

Al. :'-,NE~~~{k~Sff,Fi993

•

,

,

,•
,

,

•

•

,

.·..,.'
.

..

•
•

•

•

.
..
.
...
. .
..
-,
-,
..
.
-'..... ..,.. ...... ·-......... "- "A
,-

;

,--.-r.~

......

Kathy Da Rosa
Initiative Coordinator
Office of the Attorney General
1515 K Street, 6th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
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My voter registration address is
58 Domingo Avenue, Berkeley, CA
94705.
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the list of proponents of the School
Reform Initiative, # SA93RFOO35,
as amended.
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Dear Ms. Da Rosa,
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Residence: 58 Domingo Avenue. Berkeley. California 94705 (415) 848-4286
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Kathy DaRosa
Znitiative coordinator
Attorney General's Office
1515 K st., ,6th Floor
Sacramento; 'CA 95814
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Dear Ms. DaRosa,

,

I hereby--request that I be added as a Proponent of the school
ref
initiative, 8A93RF0035, as amended. This initiative was
originally file~ by Carlos Bonilla on November 3, 1993.

My voter reqistration address is: 574 Villa Real, Palo Alto, CA
94306.
If you need any additional information, please feel free to
contact me (415-494-8020).
Sincerely,
..{

•
«

Moe
••
•

-

,

.......•

Alan Bonsteel, M.D.
765 Watson Canyon Ct. #337
San Ramon. CA 94583
17 November 1993
•

Kathy DaRosa
Initiative Coordinator
Attorney General's Office
1515 K St.
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. DaRosa,
I hereby request that I be added as a proponent of the schools refonn initiative, SA93RFOO35.
as amended. This initiative was originally filed by Carlos Bonilla on November 3, 1993.
~.

My voter registration address is as above.
•

If you need any additional infonnation, pl~se feel free to contact me at (510) 735-9060.

Sincerely,

(

Alan. Bonsteel, MD.
,

4

TOTAL P.02

•

Sf\- 93 RF DO 35

Amcit.#J
-

The following section is added to Article IX of the California
Constitution:
Purpose. The people adopt this amendment to improve the quality
and efficiency of public and private schools, to maximize
educational opportunities for all children, to provide
disadvantaged and handicapped children access to an expanded
range of schools, to strengthen public schools, to keep per. student public 'school spending at the current levels or higher,
- and to reduce taxes .
•

(1) RefoI1Il of Public Schools
(a) Local Control of Schools
The Legislature shall redesign the governance of IOG¥.~.·
Public Schools to assure that they are granted substantiai'
control over their own operations, including curriculum,
instructional methods, discipline, personnel, and the allocation
of their revenues. Each school shall be governed by a School Site
Council, a majority of whose members are elected by and from the
parents of children enrolled in the school. Any costs of
implementing this provision shall be met without augmenting total
expenditure for public schools and without reducing spending on
core instruction at the school level.
(b) Reduced Spending on Bureaucracy
To promote the core instructional functions of Public
Schools and to reduce bureaucracy, the Legislature shall by law
assure a substantial increase in the proportion of Public School
spending that is devoted to classroom teachers and aides, books,
and classroom materials and equipment. By 1999-2000, the
proportion of total Public School spending devoted to these
categories shall increase by at least 20 percent of the
difference between the proportion devoted to these categories in
1993-94 and 100 percent, and shall not decline thereafter. For
example, if the spending on these categories were 50 percent in
1993-94, it would be at least 60 percent in 1999-2000 {50% +
20%(100% - 50%} = 60%}. Spending on these categories shall not
include spending on teachers or aides to perfoIlu administrative
duties or other activities not directly related to classroom
instruction. The Department of Finance shall have the
responsibility to deteI1lline the proportion that is being spent
for these categories in 1993-94 and each year thereafter.
(c) Deregulation of Public Schools
The State Board of Education may, upon petition by a
local school board, waive laws or regulations as they apply to
the local district, if the State Board of Education finds that
doing so will promote the effectiveness of the schools within
that district.

•

(d) Choice among Public Schools
If, after application of its usual procedures for
matching students to schools, spaces still remain available in
any local Public School, the district shall, to the extent
allowed by federal law, peLluit resident children to fill these
spaces on the basis of parental choice.
When local school district assignments are complete,
spaces still remaining in any Public School shall be open to
children irrespective of their place of residence in California,
with reasonable preference given to low-incoffii= children. The
legislature shall adopt a fair system for apportioning costs and
savings from inter-district transfers.
(e) Charter Schools
.

.
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School districts, cQ[[[uunity colleges, public
-universities, cities, and counties may establish Charter Schools.
Each shall be a public nonprofit corporation .governed by rules
fixed by the organizing authority at the time of incorporation.
Except as herein stated, Charter Schools shall operate according
to laws no more restrictive than those affecting Scholarship
Schools, as defined in subsection 2, including the freedom to set
terms and conditions of employment. They shall be subject to the
rules of common and statutory law, including bankruptcy.
r--.

(2) Scholarship Schools
A Scholarship School is a school owned and controlled
by nongovernmental sponsors and eligible under this section to
redeem scholarships. Where appropriate and necessary, the state
shall assist co[[[uunity groups to establish Scholarship Schools
through guaranteed loans and similar aids. A private school need
not become a Scholarship School.

.

(3) Children's Rights to Scholarships
(a) Scholarships

•

A "parent" is any person who has legal or effective
custody of a child. Scholarships are the property of the child
and the parent, not of the school chosen. They remain so until
exchanged for education. The right to select the school is
solely that of the parent. The State has no authority to
substitute its own choice except for children properly under
guardianship after judicial process. The state shall undertake
to inform parents· of their right to a scholarship. It shall
provide those parents who select a Charter or Scholarship School
a document suitable for presentation to the school in which the
child enrolls. Such documents shall carry the title "Educational
Scholarship" in bold print and shall advise t:he families that
participating schools may not discriminate in admissions on the
basis of race, color, national origin, ethnicity, family income,

•

•

•

or place of residence within California.
For purposes of this section, the school year 1995-1996
designated year one, and succeeding years are designated
accordingly.

•

1S

For purposes of this section, I1public cost" shall mean every
cost to federal, state and local government of maintaining
elementary and secondary education as dete:r.mined by the
Department of Finance.

•

(b) Eligibility for Scholarships and Their Value in
Scholarship Schools
(i) Low-Income and Significantly Disabled Children
(A) At any point in time, a I1low-income child"
shall mean a child whose family is presently among the poorest 15
to 20 percent of California families with school-age children, or
who, within the last three years, has qualified for a scholarship
as a low-income child under the above definition. Within this
range, the Legislature shall fix the approximate number of this
class and for convenience may identify such children through
existing programs in which eligibility is based upon family
means. I1Significantly Disabled Children l1 shall mean children
whose disability is an impediment to education greater than that
borne by the average child who receives special education
se:rvices as a disabled child and whose educational cost is
significantly greater.
(B) Beginning in year one, every resident lowincome or significantly disabled child who was enrolled in a
California K-12 Public School as of November 2, 1993, or who
reaches school age after that time, is entitled to a state
scholarship redeemable by Scholarship Schools in California
meeting those standards for hiring and employment, for
curriculum, and for facilities which applied to private schools
on November 2, 1993 and the standards set forth in this section.

•

•

For ~hildren eligible under this provision, the average
scholarship in year one, two, and three shall be worth at least
approximat'ely 50 percent of the average public cost per pupil
enrolled in Public Schools. In year four, the average scholarship
shall be worth at least 60 percent of the average public cost per
pupil; in year five, at least 70 percent; and in year six, and
thereafter, at least 80 percent.
'(C) Beginning in year two, all other school-age,
resident, low-income and significantly disabled children -including those enrolled in a California Private School as of
November 2, 1993, or who move to the state thereafter -- shall
become eligible under the same conditions, and for scholarships
of the same average value, as those children who are eligible
under subsection 3(b) (i) (B).

•

•
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(ii) All Other Children
(A) Beginning in the school year two, all other
resident children who were enrolled in a Calif:ornia K-12 Public
School as of November 2, 1993, or who reach school age after that
time, shall be entitled to a scholarship redeemable by
Scholarship Schools in California meeting the above standards .
•

•

For children who become eligible under this provision, the
average scholarship in year two, three, and four shall be worth
at least approximately 30 percent of the average cost per pupil
in Public Schools. In year five the average scholarship shall be
worth at least 35 per cent of the average cost per pupil in
Public Schools; in year six, at least 40 percent; in year seven,
at least 45 percent; and in year eight and thereafter, at least
50 percent.
.
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(B) Beginning in school year three, all other
school-age, resident, children not eligible under subsection
3(b) (ii) (A) -- including those enrolled in a California Private
School as of November 2, 1993, or who move to the state
·thereafter -- shall be entitled to a state scholarship redeemable
by Scholarship Schools in California meeting ithe above standards.

.r--
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For children who become eligible under this provision, the
average scholarship in year three shall be worth at least
approximately 20 percent of the average cost per pupil in Public
Schools. In year four the average scholarship shall be worth at
least 25 percent of the average cost per pupil in Public Schools;
in year five, at least 30 percent; in year six, at least 35
percent; in year seven, at least 40 percent; in year eight, at
least 45 percent; and in year nine and thereafter, at least 50
percent.
(iii) In no case shall the amount of the scholarship
redeemed by a Scholarship School exceed its regular tuition,
provided, however, Scholarship Schools may redeem the extra value
of scholarships from low-income children attributed to
transportation costs and from significantly disabled children
attributed to the extra cost of their education.

•

(c) Eligibility for Scholarships and Their Value in Charter
Schools
For all children enrolled in Charter Schools, beginning
in year one of the program, the scholarship value shall be at
least approximately 80 percent of the average cost per pupil in
Public Schools. During the first five years of this amendment,
however, only students who were enrolled in California K-12
Public Schools as of November 2, 1993, or were California
residents not yet of school age at the time of enactment of this
amendment, shall be eligible for Charter School scholarships.
Others, however, shall have the option of redeeming any

•

•

•

•

Scholarship School scholarship for which they are eligible in a
Charter School and paying the difference from their own funds.
Other than the above exception, no Charter School shall charge
tuition. After the first five years of this amendment, all
resident, school-age, children shall be eligible for a full
Charter School scholarship.
(d) Individual Adjustment of Scholarships
.

The Legislature shall adjust the value of individual
scholarships to reflect broadly the following factors: spending
differences associated with grade level, reasonable
transportation expenses for low-income pupils, and typical
spending differences in Public Schools for significantly disabled
children. The Legislature may adjust the actual value of
scholarships for other educationally reasonable purposes, so long
as scholarships are equal for children of similar educational
circumstances. In the case of student transfer during the"'Year,
the scholarship shall be prorated.
(e) Legislative Adjustment of Scholarship Guarantee
In year six the Legislature shall make a factual
dete:rmination whether the size of scholarships prescribed herein
provides all income classes approximately equivalent access to
Charter and Scholarship Schools. To the extent that access is
dete:rmined to be unduly influenced by family income, the relative
size of scholarships shall be adjusted.
(4) Governing Rules
•

(a) Basic Eligibility

•

Scholarship Schools and Charter Schools shall be
entitled to redeem the state scholarships of their students upon
filing a statement with the Department of Education indicating
satisfaction of those requirements for hiring and employment, for
curriculum, and for facilities, which applied to private schools
on November 2, 1993, and the additional requirements imposed by
this amendment. Unless, within thirty days, the Department
communicates specific substantial objections based upon evidence
that the school will be in violation of this section, the school
shall become a Scholarship or Charter School eligible to redeem
scholarships under the terms of this section. No school with
fewer than 25 students may redeem scholarships, unless the
Legislature provides otherwise.
(b) Admissions
(i) Although Scholarship and Charter Schools may
generally set their own admissions criteria, they may not
discriminate by race, color, national origin, ethnicity, family
income, or place of residence within California; religiouslybased Scholarship Schools may, if they wish, give priority to

•
•

students on the basis of their religion, but Charter Schools may
not use religion as a basis for admission.
(ii) Scholarship and Charter Schools shall make 15 per
cent of each year 1 s new admissions available for low-income
children. If timely applications from such children are fewer
than the places made available, all shall be admitted; if such
applications exceed the available places, the school may select
the 15 per cent therefrom.
(c) Financial Charges
•

Tuition and other charges imposed by Scholarship
Schools on low-income children admitted pursuant to subsection
4(b) shall be limited to 5 per cent of the scholarship amount .
•

(d) Financial Aid

-
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Because many children not admitted pursuant to
subsection 4(b) may need additional financial assistance to meet
school charges, Scholarship Schools whose financial charges are
greater than the scholarship amount shall set aside 10 percent of
the revenues obtained from the scholarships of children not
admitted pursuant to subsection 4(b) to be devoted to financial
aid for those children.
•

(e) Curriculum
Although Scholarship Schools and Charter Schools are
required by this section to meet the requirE:ments of the
Education Code which applied to private schools on November 2,
1993 (including instruction in English, mathematics, science,
fine arts, health, United States history and geography, world
history and geography, American government and civics, economics,
and physical education), no Scholarship School shall be
ineligible to redeem scholarships because i't teaches moral or
social values, philosophy, or religion. Religion, however, may
not be taught in Charter Schools.

•

(f) Teacher Qualifications
•

Teachers of academic subjects in Scholarship Schools
and Charter Schools shall be required to hold a bachelor's
degree, or its equivalent, and shall be required to pass any
California State examination of teacher competence also required
of Public School teachers. The Legislature shall take steps to
assure that any such examinations are free from cultural bias .
•

(g) Standardized Testing
To enhance accountability to parents and society, the
State Board of Education shall require eveIy Public, Charter, and
Scholarship School to administer standard statewide tests
measuring individual academic progress. Such tests shall be

•

,

designed and scored by independent parties. Each school's
composite results for each grade level shall be released to the
public. Individual results, which shall include percentile
perforluance, shall be released only to the child and the child's
parents.
(h) Treatment of Enrolled Students
with fair notice and procedures, each Scholarship or Charter
Schooi may set and enforce a code of conduct and discipline and'
. may dismiss a student who is responsible for serious or habitual
misconduct related to school. No enrolled pupil shall suffer
discrimination by race, color, religion, national origin, or
gender; but religious-based schools may require religious
observance from their students .
•

(i) Audit

- .... .: ....
,

,

,
PuQlic, Scholarship, and Charter Schools must keep
financial recor~s and open them on demand to properly authorized
inspectors from the State of California.

(j) Limits on Regulation
No requirements beyond those set forth in this section
and those applicable to California Private Schools on November 2,
1993, may be imposed on Scholarship or Charter Schools except by
an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the membership of both
houses of the legislature .
.

(k) Exclusion of Hate Groups and Criminal Behavior

•

No school which advocates unlawful behavior; teaches
hatred of any person or group on the basis of race, ethnicity,
color, national origin, religion, or gender; or deliberately
provides false or misleading infonuation respecting the school
shall be eligible to redeem scholarships. Other provisions of
this subsection notwithstanding., the Legislature shall restrict
or prohibit individuals convicted of (i) any felony, (ii) any
offense involving lewd or lascivious conduct, or (iii) any
offense involving molestation or other abuse of a child, from
owning, contracting with, or being employed by any Public,
Charter, or Scholarship School. Reasonable exceptions may be made
for cases of proved rehabilitation. The Legislature shall enact
civil and criminal penalties for schools and persons who engage
in fraudulent conduct in connection with the solicitation of
students or the redemption of scholarships. Paying or offering to
a parent a kickback in any form shall be made a criminal offense.

(1) Information to Parents
,

No school redeeming scholarships shall deliberately
provide false or misleading information. Each shall make
available both to current and inquiring families a brochure with

•

the following information: the nature of the academic program;
the average test scores of its students; the ':;rualifications of
r'its teachers; tuition levels and financial aid available; whether
the school is organized as profit-making or nonprofit; the mode
of governance of the school and any affiliations with other
institutions; whether it offers or requires religious
instruction; the school1s expectations about student performance
and behavior; and any problems known to the school that could
have a substantial negative impact on the health or safety of the
students.
.
(m) Spending Restrictions

•

•

•

Nonprofit schools redeeming scholarships shall use
income from scholarships solely for the provision of educational
goods, services and facilities for its students .
(n) Rights of Schools
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No school shall lose eligibility to redeem
scholarships except upon proof of substantial violation of this
section after notice and opportunity to defend. Proportionate
monthly disbursal shall begin within 30 days of receipt of the
schools1s statement of initial current enrollment for each year,
and shall continue within each month thereafter.
(0) Building Availability for Scholarship and Charter
Schools
•

Space in Public Schools not needed .for district
educational purposes shall be made available to Scholarship or
Charter Schools for rental at no more than market rates.
(p) Benefit Protection for Former Public School Employees
Employees who transfer to Charter Schools from Public
Schools shall be permitted to continue in their pension and
health care programs on the same terms as other participants
still employed by their school district, so long as they remain
in the employ of any Charter School.
(5) Savings Resulting from School Choice
In each year, the Legislature shall assure that the State
first realizes the financial savings arising from children who
attend Scholarship and Charter Schools, but who would have
attended Public Schools except for this amendment. After
scholarships have been provided to all eligible students
currently in Private Schools, net savings resulting from students
transferring from Public Schools to Scholarship or Charter
schools shall be devoted by the Legislature to some reasonable
combination of the following: higher per-student spending in
Public Schools; larger scholarships in Scholarship and Charter
Schools; greater spending on higher education; and lower taxes.

•

(6) Interaction with Proposition 98

•

•

It is the intention of this section to uphold the spirit of
Section 8 and 8.5 of Article XVI of the State Constitution,
popularly known as Proposition 98. However, in as much as this
section was not contemplated at the time Proposition 98 was
enacted, it will be necessary to take into account the public
spending that is saved by providing scholarships for children who
attend Scholarship and Charter Schools but who, in the absence of
this section, would have attended Public Schools. To that end,
for the purposes of deteLlnining whether the test set out in
Article XVI, Section 8(b) (I) has been met, the Legislature shall
adopt provisions that appropriately adjust downward the total
amount of revenues guaranteed to Public Schools and community
colleges by the estimated amount that would have been spent on
such children. The Department of Finance shall estimate their
number and that amount. If necessary, the Legislature shall also
make appropriate adjustments in the calculation required.-by·-··
Article XVI, Section 8(b) (2) and (3) so as to assure that the
level of per-student spending in Public Schools shall continue to
be guaranteed at a level intended by those subsections_
(7) Assurance of an Available School
•

Children dismissed or expelled from a Public, Charter or
Scholarship School, or whose school ceases to operate during the
year, shall by law be guaranteed an appropriate continuing
education in a Public, Charter or Scholarship School. Whenever
any Public, Charter, or Scholarship School discontinues operation
during the school year, the State shall have the option to assume
or otherwise provide for the management of the school for the
balance of the year.
(8) Dates
The dates fixed herein for implementation of this section
presuppose its adoption at the November 1994 election. If
adoption occurs at a later election, dates shall be advanced
appropriately.
(9) Severability
If any provision of this section or the application thereof
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remaining
provisions or applications shall remain in force. To this end,
the provisions of this section are severable.
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